The Causes of the World War
tiations, inspired by a sincere policy of peace. Germany
has no reason to become nervous over the Russian
mobilization since these operations, in consequence of
the organization of the Russian army and the size of
her territory, are very much slower than our own."
We see therefore that as late as August 1st, Vorwdrts
was in agreement with Moltke and Falkenhayn about
the secondary importance of the Russian mobilization
as a cause of war; and even after the German mobiliza-
tion on August 2nd it was felt that there was still
room for negotiation, and that so long as war had
not been declared the maintenance of peace was not
impossible*
In a special issue of July 25th Vorwdrts published an
appeal on behalf of the workers' party in favour of peace.
The executive committee of the party protested strongly
against "the reckless provocation to war by the Austro-
Hungarian Government/' whose demands, it declared,
"are the most brutal ever presented to any Sovereign
State, and can only be directly calculated to provoke
war/* It called upon the German Government to act in
favour of peace, and if a "shameful war" could not be
avoided, to take no part in the conflict "Not one drop
of any German soldier's blood ought to be sacrificed to
the mad ambition of the leaders of Austria or the sordid
calculations of Imperialism." The manifesto ended as
follows: "We do not want war. Down with war! Long
live the international brotherhood of peoples !"(3)
A campaign of public meetings under the auspices of
the party was organized immediately after the rupture
of diplomatic relations between Austria and Serbia.
Vorwarts of July 2yth gave a list of twenty-seven meetings
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